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(He<:Hing Impaired) 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 
RegionN 
3003 Chamblee Tucker Road 
Atlanta GA 30341 

RE: Drone Port Water and Sewer Extension Project 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority has been approved fimding 
through the Appalachian Regional C01mnission Grant for the above 
referenced project. A scopi:ng letter was originally submittedJo youJ;, ,:::;:<:, 

<'iVA!'''' ' ' ' '·"''"''' ''', agency on:J;>e~em~;~r 18, 2019 for !Iris project. Thispfoj't<~,Q.'s't9;¢.~!~n.:~:;;;"~,.~,. 
water and sewer s¢l:vic~to !IJe Pron~JJ:',Qrtiocated o~Stat:l,ire,Haui><R<:md in 
Kn?tt c~~i~j,J~eiJmP~}',i~fe~)-9j~~~ Wi,ii,cr9,{te ~tdits:~t1j~ ajw2o6 · 
mdtrec,t 12P~ o~~{ ~.11-y~~·sp~. T!~e KJ)tl,:~~;,'V¥,~ter ,~\ln~~pwnt, 
CounctiApconJVJ!.chonwtth both the Knott Couilly·'flscal Comtan~Perry 
CountYFiscal C6hft,hliY'i?'\f~~X'lf6'A tl;!!$',pf,oj~pt a;@;gh1Jfl9\!ity duetto the 
amount of jobs it will create for the region. 

The USA Drone Port is located on Starfire Haul RD off of Highway 1087 
in the community of Vest. The sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet 
of 4" Force Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 
7,200 linear feet of 6" waterline, a 75 GPM Booster Pump Station, a 
50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a master meter with SCAD A. 

The Kentucky River Area Development District has been asked to 
undertake an environmental review of this project to ascertain the impact 
of the proposed activities. I would appreciate your office reviewing this 
project in relation to its potential in1pact(s) on any issues under your 
jurisdiction for Wolfe County or the Commonwealth of Kentucky. I have 
enclosed a project location map and a project desctiption for your 
reference. 

Your comments may address beneficial or adverse impacts or, both. I 
would appreciate receiving your comments in the near future. I will 



assume ifi have not received a response fi-om you within 30 days of this 
letter, that your office does not anticipate any negative enviromnental 
impacts from this project, per your area(s) of responsibility. Reponses can 
be sent by email to: jennifer@kradd.org. 

Thank you, for your time and assistance. 

Water and Wastewater Planner 

enclosmes 



The project will extend water and sewer service to the USA Drone Port located off KY 
Highway 1087 in Vest, KY. The sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet of 4" Force 
Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 7,200 linear feet of 6" waterline, 

a 75 GPM Booster Pump Station, a 50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a 
master meter with SCAD A. 

Extending water and sewer service to the USA Drone Port will have an economic 
impact on both Knott and Perry Counties as well as the surrounding region. The USA 

Drone Port recently received funding to construct an indoor flight facility. This project will 
extend the necessary water and sewer infrastructure to the facility and allow the 
complex to be ready for educational and commerce activities that are already in 

negotiations. The USA Drone Port already has contractors in place for first responders 
from several states. 

The project will create 12 direct jobs and 206 indirect jobs over a 3-year span. The 
KRADD Water Management Council in conjunction with both the Knott County Fiscal 
Court and Perry County Fiscal Court have deemed this project a high priority due to the 
amount of jobs it will create for the region. This project is consistent with the goals and 
strategies of the KRADD Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS). 

The Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority was established in 2008. It is a 501 (c) 
(3) non-profit and represents over fourteen thousand residents in Breathitt, Knott and 
Perry Counties. This is one of several projects the Environmental Authority has 
undertaken in an effort to clean up waterways and help promote economic development 

in the region. 

The center point for GPS coordinates for this project are 3r23'9.448"N; -83°6'3.272"W. 
The project is located on reclaimed mine land and therefore is on previously disturbed 
land. There will be minimal to no tree removal and majority of the project will occur on 

right-of-way. The portion occurring on easement will be on the reclaimed mine land 
therefore land has been previously disturbed. 
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AREA 
DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT Ke!!_tucky River 

--=====---==--
941 NORTH MAIN STREET • HAZARD, KENTUCKY 41701 • PH ONE 606-436- 31 58 

October 12, 2020 

Justin Branham 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Louisville District Eastern Kentucky Regulatory Office 
845 Sassafras Creek RD 
Sassafras, KY 41759 

RE: Drone Port Water and Sewer Project 

Dear Mr. Branham: 

Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority has been approved funding 
for an Appalachian Regional Commission Grant for the above referenced 
project. I mi ginally submitted this project to you for comments on 
December 19, 2019. This project is to extend water and sewer service to 
the Drone Port located on Starfire Haul Road in Knott County, Kentucky. 
The project will create 12 direct jobs and 206 indirect jobs over a 3-year 
span. The KRADD Water Management Council in conjunction with both 
the Knott County Fiscal Court and Peny County Fiscal Court have 
deemed this project a high priority due to the amount of jobs it will create 
for the region. 

The USA Drone Port is located on Starfire Haul RD off of Highway 1087 
in the community of Vest. The sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet 
of 4" Force Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 
7,200 linear feet of 6" waterline, a 7 5 GPM Booster Pump Station, a 
50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a master meter with SCAD A. 

The Kentucky River Area Development District has been asked to 
undertake an envirorunental review of this project to ascertain the impact 
of the proposed activities. I would appreciate your office reviewing this 
project in relation to its potential impact(s) on any wetlands or permit 
issues under your jmisdiction. I have enclosed a project location map and 
project description for your reference. 

Your corrunents may address beneficial or adverse impacts or, both. I 



would appreciate receiving your comments in the near future. I will 
assume if I have not received a response from you within 30 days ofthis 
letter, that your office does not anticipate any negative environmental 
impacts from this project, per your area(s) of responsibility. Reponses can 
be sent by email to: jennifer@kradd.org. 

Thank you, for yom time and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Water and Wastewater Planner 

enclosures 



The project will extend water and sewer service to the USA Drone Port located off KY 
Highway 1087 in Vest, KY. The sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet of 4" Force 
Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 7,200 linear feet of 6" waterline, 
a 75 GPM Booster Pump Station, a 50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a 
master meter with SCADA. 

Extending water and sewer service to the USA Drone Port will have an economic 
impact on both Knott and Perry Counties as well as the surrounding region. The USA 
Drone Port recently received funding to construct an indoor flight facility. This project will 
extend the necessary water and sewer infrastructure to the facility and allow the 
complex to be ready for educational and commerce activities that are already in 
negotiations. The USA Drone Port already has contractors in place for first responders 
from several states. 

The project will create 12 direct jobs and 206 indirect jobs over a 3-year span. The 
KRADD Water Management Council in conjunction with both the Knott County Fiscal 
Court and Perry County Fiscal Court have deemed this project a high priority due to the 
amount of jobs it will create for the region. This project is consistent with the goals and 
strategies of the KRADD Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS). 

The Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority was established in 2008. It is a 501 (c) 
(3) non-profit and represents over fourteen thousand residents in Breathitt, Knott and 
Perry Counties. This is one of several projects the Environmental Authority has 
undertaken in an effort to clean up waterways and help promote economic development 
in the region. 

The center point for GPS coordinates for this project are 37'23'9.448"N; -83°6'3.272"W. 
The project is located on reclaimed mine land and therefore is on previously disturbed 
land. There will be minimal to no tree removal and majority of the project will occur on 
right-of-way. The portion occurring on easement will be on the reclaimed mine land 
therefore land has been previously disturbed. 
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(Hearing Impaired) 

August 12, 2020 

Mr. Craig Potts 
Executive Director/State Historic Preservation Officer 
Kentucky Heritage Council 
300 Washington Street 
Frankfort, KY 40601 

RE: Drone Port Water & Sewer Project (WX21119024;SX21119015} 

Dear Mr. Potts: 

The Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority is in the process of conducting an 
environmental review pursuant to the State Environmental Review Process for an ARC 
Grant for the above referenced project . The purpose of the review is to assess the 

environmental impacts of the Drone Port Water & Sewer Project in Knott County, 
Kentucky. 

Enclosed is the KHC cove r sheet for Section 106 Review and Compliance containing 
project information. Also enclosed you will find project maps and photographs of the 
project site including anything over 50 years of age visible from the project site. 

As documented by the maps and supporting documentation enclosed, there will be 
ground disturbance in previously disturbed highway right-of-way, existing easements, 
and on reclaimed abandoned mine land. Due to the nature of the project, we feel that 
there will be no effect on properties eligible for the Historic Register or on any historical 
structures. Please advise us of any present concerns your office may have related to 
possible effects of the above mentioned project. 

We would appreciate a response within 30 days, if possible. If you need any further 
information or wish to discuss the project, please feel free to contact me at (606} 436-
3158 or by email at jennifer@kradd.org. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Mcintosh 
Water & Wastewater Planner 

enclosures 

CC: Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority/file 



KENTUCKY HERITAGE COUNCIL COVER SHEET 
FOR SECTION 106 REVIEW AND COMPLIANCE 

When federal (and some state) funds, permits or approvals are Meded for a project, rogulatlons such as 36 CFR 
Part BOO require these agarwies or their delegate~!! to oonsult with the Kentao!Qt Heritage Cocmail!State Historic 
Preservation Ofliue regarding the projeoi'S potential effects on historic properties. To faoil#atte our review, please 
provide th~t following infOJmation and applicable attachments, Our office will generate a response within 30 days of 

~~~· ' 

Planner 

iii Clear, current photographs of the project site and anything over 50 years of age in or visible from it. 
1!!1 Site map/plan indicating the exact location and boundaries of the project area. 
iii Detailed description of the project (may include plans, scope of work, and other available information.) 
iii Documentation of prior ground disturbance (e.g. maps, photographs, underground utility plans, etc.) 
1!1 Any known information about the history/use of the property and local significance. 

KHC 106 Cover Sheet Version 4·17 



The project will extend water and sewer s.ervice to the USA Drone Port located off KY 
Highway 1087 in Vest, KY. The sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet of4" Force 
Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 7.,200 linear feet .of 6" waterline, 
a 75 GPM Booster Pump Station, a 50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a 
master meter with SCADA. 

Extending water and sewer service to the USA Drone Port will have an economic 
impact on both Knott and Perry Counties as well as the surrounding region. The USA 
Drone Port recently received funding to construct an indoor flight facility. This project will 
extend the necessary water and sewer infrastructure to the facility and allow the 
complex to be ready for educational and commerce activities that are already in 
negotiations. The USA Drone Port already has contractors in place for first responders 
from several states. 

The project will create 12 direct jobs and 206 indirect jobs over a 3-year span. The 
KRADD Water Manag.ement Council in conjunction with both the Knott County Fiscal 
Court and Perry County Fiscal Court have deemed this project a high priority due to the 
amount of jobs it will create for the region. This project Is consistent with the goals and 
strategies of the KRADD Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS). 

The Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority was established in 2008. It is a 501 (c) 
(3) non-profit and represents over fourteen thousand residents in Breathitt, Knott and 
Perry Col.mties.·This is one o'f several projects the Environmental Authority has 
undertaken in an effort to clean up waterways and help promote economic development 
in the region. 

The center point for GPS coordinates for this project are 37"23'9.448"N; -83"6'3.272"W. 
The project is located on reclaimed mine land and therefore is on previously disturbed 
land. There will be minimal to no tree removal and majority ofthe project will occur on 
right-of-way. The portion occurring on easement will be on the reclaimed mine land 
therefore land has been previously disturbed. 



Kentucky Heritage Council 
Site Identification Program 
410 High Street, Frankfort, KY 40601 

Confidential Information Not for Public Release 

This information report includes only those historic resources within or near the project 
area that have been previously recorded with the Site Identification Program of the 
Kentucky Heritage Council and may not be exhaustive of all historic resources that are 
actually present. Note: this information report does not constitute Section 106 consultation 
or "clearance" from the KHC/SHPO. 

KHC Preliminary Request#: 58214658 

Preliminary Historic Resources Check Performed On: 7/13/2020 

There were no previously recorded historic resources within or adjacent to your 
project area. 



Kentucky Office of State Archaeology 
University of Kentucky, 1 020A Export Street, Lexington, KY 40506 
Phone:859-257-1944 Fax:859-323-1698 email:ky-osa@lsv.uky.edu 

Confi(lenti~l lnformation 
Not for Public Release 

Preliminary Records Review Coversheet 

Date Request Processed: 07110/2020 

Preliminary Review Number: 265948 

Paid via: 0 Check (Check No.: ) 

IZI Credit Card (Transaction ID: 1519324572) 

if you have any questions, please contact KyOSA at (859)257-1944 or J..:v-osa(ZiJJsv.ukv.edu. 



Kentucky Office of State Archaeology 
University of Kentucky, 1020A Export Street, Lexington, KY 40506 
Phone:859-257 -1944 Fax:859-323-1698 email:ky-osa@lsv. uky.edu 

Confidential Information 
Not for Public Release 

Prelim Review Number: 265948 
Title: Knott Co Waterline to Drone Port 

Review Performed On: 07/10/2020 

This report includes only previously recorded archaeological resources within 
your project area and its immediate vicinity and may not be exhaustive of all 
archaeological resources actually present. This information does not 
constitute Section 106 consultation or •clearance' from the KHC/SHPO. 

Review Results 

There are no previously recorded archaeological sites or surveys within your 
project area or an additional 30 m buffer. 
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Federal Emergency Management Agency 
RegionN 
3003 Chamblee Tucker Road 
Atlanta GA 30341 

RE: Drone Port Water and Sewer Extension Project 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Troublesome Creek Enviromnental Authority has been approved funding 
through the Appalachian Regional Commission Grant for the above 
referenced project. A scoping letter was originally submi,tt~~.to your,'"'"'':::::. · 
agency or:.,Pegemb~r 18, 2019 for this project. Tll:is·prelj'e~tifs t9 ¢.}\\~~q ;;':~- ' ' 
water and se\i,ier sctviceto the[)rone Portlocated on Staifjte)iaul·:Roaqin· 

i~~:~c~J~~fJ~;~~~f~~~~l:g~~t~\*~~~fe~~f~~.~~:~~~20f ... 
Council t~·tonJ4MtronWith b'bth the r<notldi\'uri.WFiscal ~Burhih~J.?erry 
County Fiscal d6WtLh~y~''\!'~~fu"<!iO,;tlil$'p£(}j~ilt a.,!;llg!Ypfii;)\;itlf' duestothe 
amount of jobs it will create for the region. 

The USA Drone Port is located on Starfire Haul RD off of Highway 1087 
in the community of Vest. The sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet 
of 4" Force Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 
7,200 linear feet of 6" waterline, a 7 5 GPM Booster Pump Station, a 
50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a master meter with SCAD A. 

The Kentucky River Area Development District has been asked to 
undertake an environmental review of this project to ascertain the impact 
of the proposed activities. I would appreciate your office reviewing tbis 
project in relation to its potential impact(s) on any issues under your 
jurisdiction for Wolfe County or tbe Commonwealth of Kentucky. I have 
enclosed a project location map and a project description for your 
reference. 

Your comments may address beneficial or adverse impacts or, both. I 
would appreciate receiving your comments in the near future. I will 



assume if I have not received a response from you within 30 days of this 
letter, that your office does not anticipate any negative environmental 
impacts from this project, per your area(s) of responsibility. Reponses can 
be sent by email to: jennifer@kradd.org. 

Thank you, for your time and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

ennifer Mcintosh 
Water and Wastewater Planner 
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December 18,2019 

Perri Pedley 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
3100 Alvey Park Drive W 
Owensboro, KY 42303 

RE: Drone Port Water and\ Sewer Extensiou Project 

Dear Peni: 

Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority has submitted an application 
for an Economic Development Administration Grant for the above 

. referenced project. This project is to extend water and sewer service to the 
Drone Port located on Starfire Haul Road in Knott County, Kentucky. The 
project will create 12 direct jobs and 206 indirect jobs over a 3"year span. 
The KRADD Water Management Council in conjunction with both the 
Knott County Fiscal Comt and Perry County Fiscal Court have deemed 
this project a high priority clue to the amount of jobs it will create for the 
region. 

The USA Drone P01t is located on Start1re Haul RD off of Highway 1087 
in the cormmmity of Vest. The sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet 
of 4" Force Main and one Lift Station. The water project wiU include 
7,200 linear feet of6" waterline,. a 75 GPM Booster Pump Statiou, a 
50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a master meter with SCAD A. 

The Kentucky-River-AI·ea-Bevelopment District has been asked to 
undertake an environmental review of this project to ascertain the impact 
of the proposed activities. I would appreciate your office reviewing this 
project in relation to its potential impact(s) on any environmental areas 
within your jmiscliction. I have enclosed a project location map and a 
project description for your reference. 

Your comments may address beneficial or adverse impacts or, both. 



would appreciate receiving your comments in lhe near fnt\U'e. I will 
assume ifi have not received a response from you within 30 days of !his 
letter, that your office does not anticipate any negative environmental 
impacts J'l'om this project, per your area(s) of responsibility. Reponses can 
be sent by email to: .@nni.fui@g~ll\i4.oJ:g. 

Thank you, for your time and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Water & Wastewater Plam1er 

enclosures 
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August 12, 2020 

Mr. Lee Andrews · 
Field Supervisor 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
JC Watts Federal Building 
330 West Broadway, Suite 265 
Frankfort KY 40601 

RE: Drone Port Water and Sewer Extension Project (WX21119024; 
SX21119015) 
IPaC Consultation Code: 04EK1000~2020~SLI-J472 

Dear Mr. Lee Andrews: 

Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority has submitted an application 
for an Appalachian Regional Commission Grant for the above referenced 
project. This project is to extend water and sewer service to the Drone Port 
located on Starftre Haul Road in Knott County, Kentucky. The project will 
create 12 direct jobs and 206 indirect jobs over a 3-year span. The 
KRADD Water Management Council in conjunction with both the Knot1 
County Fiscal Court and PetTY County Fiscal Court have deemed this 
project a high priority due to the amount of jobs it will create for the 
region. 

The USA Drone Port is located on Starfire Haul RD off of Highway I 087 
in the community of Vest. The sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet 
of 4" Force Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 
7,200 linear feet of 6" waterline, a 75 GPM Booster Pump Station, a 
50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a master meter with SCADA. 

The center point for OPS coordinates for this project are 37°23 '9.448"N; -
83°6'3.272"W. This project is on reclaimed mine lRnd. There will be 
minimal to no tree removal and the majority of the project vvill occur on 
right-of-way. The portion occurring on easements will be on the reclaimed 
mine land, therefore land has been previously disturbed. 



The !PAC generated a total offour (4) threatened, endangered, or candidate species. The species 
identified were Gray Bat, the Indiana Bat, the Northern Long-eared Bat and the Kentucky AITOW 

Darter. 

Direct effects - The project wiJl utilize best management practices and will observe local 
sedimentation and erosion control ordinances, therefore very little minimal surface distm·bance 
should occur during construction causing minimal effects to the surrounding environment. 

Indirect effects - With the extension of the waterline aud sewer line to the Drone Port there is the 
possibility that future expansion of the Drone Port would occur. 

Cumulative effects - The water and sewer service will assist the Drone Port in being able to 
build their facilities and growing their business. They expect to employ 12 new positions in the 
next 3 years at the site and have 200+ jobs in the region available. 

The Kentucky River Area Development District has been asked to unde1take an environmental 
review of this project to ascertain the impact of the proposed activities. [ would appreciate yolll' 
office reviewing this project in relation to its potential impact(s) on any wetlands; vegetation; 
and animal life (ie., disruption or alteration of habitat); and potential impact upon endangered or 
tlu·eatened species. I have enclosed a project location map and a project description for your 
reference. 

Your comments may address beneficial or adverse impacts or, both. I would appreciate 
receiving your comments in the near future. I will assume if 1 have not received a response from 
you within 30 days of this letter, that your office does not anticipate any negative environmental 
impacts from this project, per your area(s) of responsibility. Reponses can be sent by email to: 
jenni1cr1iitkradd.on!. 

Thank you, for your time and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Mdntosh 
Water and Wastewater Planner 
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October 12, 2020 

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 
#1 Sportsman's Lane 
Frankfort KY 40601 

RE: Drone Port Water and Sewer Extension Project 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Troublesome Creek Environmental Autholity has been approved funding 
for an Appalachian Regional Commission Grant for the above referenced 
project. I originally submitted this project to you for comments on 
December 19, 2019. I wanted to verify that the comments I received from 
you on January 7, 2020 are still valid. This project is to extend water and 
sewer service to the Drone Port located on Starfire Haul Road in Knott 
County, Kentucky. The project will create 12 direct jobs and 206 indirect 
jobs over a 3-year span. The KRADD Water Management Council in 
conjunction with both the Knott County Fiscal Court and Pen-y County 
Fiscal Comi have deemed this project a high priority due to the amount of 
jobs it will create for the region. 

The USA Drone Port is located on Starfire Haul RD off ofHighway 1087 
in the community of Vest. The sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet 
of 4" Force Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 
7,200 linear feet of 6" waterline, a 75 GPM Booster Pump Station, a 
50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a master meter with SCAD A. 

The Kentucky River Area Development District has been asked to 
undertake an environmental review of this project to ascertain the impact 
of the proposed activities. I would appreciate your office reviewing this 
project in relation to its potential impact(s) on any wetlands, vegetation 
and animal life and endangered/threatened species. I have enclosed a 
project location map and a project description for your reference. 



Your comments may address beneficial or adverse impacts or, both. I 
would appreciate receiving your comments in the near future. I will 
assume ifi have not received a response from you within 30 days of this 
letter, that your office does not anticipate any negative environmental 
impacts from this project, per your area(s) of responsibility. Reponses can 
be sent by email to: jennifer@kradd.org. 

Than.k you, for your time and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Water and Wastewater Planner 
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October 12, 2020 

Russell Townsend, THPO 
Eastem Band of Cherokee Indians 
Qualla Boundary Reservation 
PO Box 455 
Cherokee, NC 28719 

RE: Drone Port Water and Sewer Extension Project 

Dear Mr. Townsend: 

Troublesome Creek Enviromnental Authority has been approved funding 
for an Appalachian Regional Commission Grant for the above referenced 
project. I originally submitted this project to you for comments on 
December 19, 2019. This project is to extend water and sewer service to 
the Drone Port located on Starfire Haul Road in Knott County, Kentucky. 
The project will create 12 direct jobs and 206 indirect jobs over a 3-year 
span. The KRADD Water Management Council in conjunction with both 
the Knott County Fiscal Court and Perry County Fiscal Corut have 
deemed this project a high p1iority due to the amount of jobs it will create 
for the region. 

The USA Drone Port is located on Starfire Haul RD off of Highway 1087 
in the cornmuillty of Vest. The sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet 
of 4" Force Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 
7,200 linear feet of 6" waterline, a 75 GPM Booster Pump Station, a 
50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a master meter with SCADA. 

The Kentucky River Area Development District has been asked to 
undertake an environmental review ofthis project to ascertain the impact 
of the proposed activities. I would appreciate your office reviewing this 
project in relation to its potential impact(s) on any historic properties in 
the project area that may have religious and cultural significance to your 
hibe. I have enclosed a project location map and project description for 
your reference. 



Your comments may address beneficial or adverse impacts or, both. I 
would appreciate receiving your comments in the near future. I will 
assume ifl have not received a response from you within 30 days of this 
letter, that your office does not anticipate any negative environmental 
impacts from tbjs project, per your area(s) of responsibility. Reponses can 
be sent by email to: jennifer@kradd.org. Thank you, for your time and 
assistance. 

·water & Wastewater Planner 
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Kentucky Rtver g~:,g:MENT 
941 NORTH MAIN STREET • HAZARD, KENTUCKY 41701 • PHONE 606-436-3158 

October 12, 2020 

Louanna Aldridge 
Depru.tment for Environmental Protection 
300 Sower Blvd, 2nd Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 

RE: Drone Port Water and Sewer Extension Project 

Dear Ms. Aldridge: 

Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority has been approved funding 
for an Appalachian Regional Commission Grant for the above referenced 
project. I originally submitted this project to you for comments on 
December 19, 201 9. I wanted to verify that the conunents I received from 
you on January 13, 2020 are still valid. This project is to extend water and 
sewer service to the Drone Port located on Starfire Haul Road in Knott 
County, Kentucky. The project will create 12 direct jobs and 206 indirect 
jobs over a 3-year span. The KRADD Water Management Council in 
conjunction with both the Knott County Fiscal Court and Perry County 
Fiscal Court have deemed this project a high priority due to the amount of 
jobs it will create for the region. 

The USA Drone Pmt is located on Starfire Haul RD offofHighway 1087 
in the community ofVest. TI1e sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet 
of 4" Force Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 
7,200 linear feet of 6" waterline, a 75 GPM Booster Pump Station, a 
50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a master meter with SCAD A. 

The Kentucky River Area Development District has been asked to 
undertake a NEPA environmental review of this project to ascertain the 
impact of the proposed activities. Please provide comments from the 
following Divisions under the Kentucky Department for Environmental 
Protection jurisdiction: 

• Division for Air Quality 
• Division of Waste Management 



o Division of Water 
• Division of Water- Floodplain Management 

I have enclosed a project location, floodplain, and wetlands map(s) and 
project desc1iption for your reference. 

Your comments may address beneficial or adverse impacts or, both. I 
would appreciate receiving your comments in the near future. I will 
assume if I have not received a response from you within 30 days of this 
letter, that your office does not anticipate any negative envirmm1ental 
impacts from this project, per your area(s) of responsibility. Reponses can 
be sent by email to: jennifer@kradd.org. 

Thank you, for your time and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

'QJ-
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October 12, 2020 

Jus tin Branham 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Louisville District Eastem Kentucky Regulatory Office 
845 Sassafras Creek RD 
Sassafras, KY 41 759 

RE: Drone Port Water and Sewer Project 

Dear Mr. Branham: 

Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority has been approved funding 
for an Appalachian Regional Commission Ch·ant for the above referenced 
project. I miginally submitted this project to you for comments on 
December 19,2019. This project is to extend water and sewer service to 
the Drone Port located on Starfire Haul Road in Knott County, Kentucky. 
The project will create 12 direct jobs and 206 indirect jobs over a 3-year 
span. The KRADD Water Management Council in conjunction with both 
the Knott County Fiscal Court and Pen·y County Fiscal Comt have 
deemed this project a high pri01ity due to the amount of jobs it will create 
for the region. 

The USA Drone P01t is located on Starfire Haul RD off of Highway 1087 
in the community of Vest. The sewer project will include 7,500 linear feet 
of 4" Force Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 
7,200 linear feet of 6" waterline, a 75 GPM Booster Pump Station, a 
50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a master meter with SCAD A. 

The Kentucky River Area Development District has been asked to 
undertake an environmental review of this project to ascertain the impact 
of the proposed activities. I would appreciate your office reviewing this 
project in relation to its potential impact(s) on any wetlands or permit 
issues under your jurisdiction. I have enclosed a project location map and 
project description for your reference. 

Your conunents may address beneficial or adverse impacts or, both. I 



would appreciate receiving your cmmnents in the near future. I will 
assume if I have not received a response from you within 30 days of this 
letter, that your office does not anticipate any negative environmental 
impacts from this project, per your area(s) of responsibility. Reponses can 
be sent by email to: jennifer@kradd.org. 

Thank you, for your time and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

enclosures 



The project will extend water and sewer service to the USA Drone Port located off KY 
Highway 1087 in Vest, KY. The sewe1· project will include 7,500 linear feet of 4" Force 
Main and one Lift Station. The water project will include 7,200 linear feet of 6" waterline, 
a 75 GPM (3Qoster P~Jmp ~~lion, a 50,000 gallon ground water storage tank and a 
master meter with SCADA. 

Extending water and sewer service to the USA Orona Port will have an economic 
impact on both Knott and Perry Counties as well as the surrounding region. The USA 
Drone Port recently received funding to L'Onstruct an Indoor flight facility. This project will 
extend the necessary water and sewer infrastructure to the facility and allow the 
complex to be ready for eduCEitlonal and commerce activities that are already in 
negotiations. The USA J)rQne Port ~lfli!!i!dY has contmctofflt in place for first reSflonders 
from several states. 

Ttl!!! prQk!(.lt wiiJ create 12 direot jobs and 206 indirect jobs over a a.year span. The 
KRADD Water Management Council in conjunction with both the Knott County Fiscal 
Court and Perry County Fiscal Court have deemed this project a high priority due to the 
amount of jobs It will create for the region. This project is consistent with the goals and 
strategies of the KRAOD Comprehensive Eoonomic Developmentstrategy(CEDS). 

1he Troublesome Creek Environmental Authority was established in 2008. It is a 501 (c) 
(3) non-profit and represents over fourteen thousand residents in Booatllitt, Knott and 
Perry Count!~. Thil.i is one m several projects the Environmental Authority has 
undartaken in an effort to clean up waterways and help promote economic development 
in the region. 

The center point for GPS coordinates for this project are 37"23'9.44S"N; -as•6'3.274"W. 
The project is located on reclaimed mina land and therefore is on previously disturbed 
land. There wiU be minimal to no tree removal and majority of the projeot will occur on 
right--oil-way. The portion occurring on easement will be on the reclaimed mine land 
therefore lancl hli~ been ~eviol.l&ly <:li!.ltt.!rbad. 
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